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What is Rhythm and Intonation in English?

Rhythm

Timing within a phrase or sentence

Placement of strong or weak stress in a sentence

Important to learn where the stress is placed

RHYTHM AND INTONATION
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What is a word made of?

Two or more
syllables

WORD

One syllable is
stressed
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Syllables in a word

Cough /kawf/
Coughing /kawf-ing/

WORD
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What does stress convey?

Meaning Clear understanding

STRESS

Stress

Signals

Loudness

Length

Difference in pitch
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What does stress convey?

He bought a reject vase at the sale.

He has to reject the job offer.

STRESS

(adjective) the first syllable is stressed

(verb) the second syllable is stressed

re
ject

ject
re
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I didn't want you to run.

I didn't want you to run.

I didn't want you to run.

Stress changes the meaning of the sentence.

STRESS

(I don't mind if you don't run)

(I would have preferred That someone else
had run)

(I would have been better if Youhad walked)
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What is Intonation?

INTONATION

Pitch & Tonepattern to convey something

Surprise Sarcasm Question More
information
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INTONATION

NO

NO

NO

Falling pitch

Rising pitch

Levelled pitch
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He's coming at noon.

INTONATION

Giving information, I am sure.

Falling pitch

Is he coming now?
A question needs a response

I think he's coming at noon.
Giving information, I am sure.

Rising pitch

Levelled pitch
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What is Elision and Linking?

ELISION AND LINKING

If a word ends in a consonant and

the following words begins with a

vowel the two words are linked or

joint together.
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Examples
ELISION AND LINKING

A part of it A partovit

Colour it Colourit

The /r/ is pronounced and held on when it is the final consonant before the beginning vowel of

the next word

Mine and yours mineanyours

The /d/ is often dropped from 'and' in these situations- and the 'y' acts as a vowel
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Examples
ELISION AND LINKING

I found a big one

I founda bigone

/w / sound is inserted to help the linking

Do it now! Dowit now!

/w/ sound is inserted to help the linking, when the vowel 'oo' is followed by another vowel


